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of his replying with one gun only.* Wherever
Matthews could find an opportunity for lowering
the credit or hurting the interests of the Company,
he seized it.

On reaching Carpenter's Bay in Mauritius, he
found an impudent message from the pirates,
' writ on Captain Carpenter's tomb with a piece
of charcoal/ to the effect that they had been
expecting him and had gone to Port Dauphin.
The squadron next proceeded to Bourbon, where
they sold some casks of arrack and madeira to
the French for a very good profit, and thence
proceeded to Charnock Point, St, Mary's Island,
Madagascar. Here they found the wrecks of
several merchant ships that had been run ashore
by the pirates. Scattered on the beach were
lying their cargoes, china ware, rich drugs and
spices, cloth, guns, and other articles, lying where
the pirates had cast them. Men waded knee-
deep in pepper, cloves, and cinnamon, such was
the quantity. In shallow water were lying the
remains of a fine Jecldah ship that had been
taken, with thirteen lakhs of treasure on board,
by a pirate named Conden, who commanded

* When Watson came to India, he returned salutes gun for gun.